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Wake Service
Sword and Chalice Ceremony

Navigator - Reverend Father, ______________ Bereaved Family, Sir Knights, and Friends, _______________________ Assembly _______ Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus is once more called upon to bid a last farewell to the mortal remains of one of its members, and to pay a small tribute of respect to the memory of him whom the Almighty God, in His infinite wisdom and mercy, has seen fit to call to his eternal reward.
The occasion that brings us here this evening is not altogether a sad one.  It is sad, indeed, to realize that death has cut short another life, and that life is one of our respected and cherished members. It is sad to realize that the ties of friendship and fraternal affection which bound him to our Assembly have been severed, and soon he will lie in Gods own consecrated ground there to await the final Day of Judgment. 

In our sadness we are consoled by the thought that his days of illness and suffering are at an end and that he, whom we knew and loved, is forever at rest. His labors are finished and a faithful servant has been called to meet his maker.

As we realize the uncertainty of life and the debt we owe to our departed brother.  An occasion such as this constrains us to dwell in serious thought on that time when we, too, shall join that undiscovered country from whose shore no traveler returns.

What a note of gladness, power and confidence rings out in the words of St Paul: 
“For this corruptible body must put on incorruption and this mortal body must put on immortality.  But when the mortal body hath put on immortality, than shall come to pass the word that is written—Death is swallowed up in victory.  O death, where is the sting” 
Truly the resurrection of Christ as described by St Paul and the sure hope of our own resurrection robs death of its victory and robs the grave of its sting.
Tonight our hearts go out in deep sympathy to those who remain to mourn. Their loss is a heavy one, their bereavement is great, but we ask Almighty God, in his goodness and kindness to console them. For those who knew Sir Knight _____________________ May I borrow for you an exhortation from St Ambrose, 
“We loved in life; lets us not forget him in death”

With our minds reverting in tenderness and sorrow to that voice now stilled, once mingled with ours in Assembly meetings may I ask you one and all to hearken to the voice of the poet:

 “Wild the sea clamors from its echoing caves

But other voices rise above the waves:

‘As now you are, O friends, so once were we:

‘And still the rise and plead and hurry by,

Sobbing and breaking in that long sad cry—

Orate pro nobis   (Chanting)
Father of all, be merciful in thrall,

Open to him thy blessed dwelling place.

Hide not too long the glory of Thy face,

Mother of Pity hearken to that cry,

Cleaving the clouds and quivering to the sky—

Orate pro nobis   (Chanting)

Chalice
Navigator
Worthy Sir Knight ______________ in the presence of your loved ones and all gathered here on this solemn occasion to pay our last respect to your earthly remains, honor you, not as a pagan with bronze plaque or sculptured stone, but as a Christian, we honor you with this Chalice.  In due time, it will be sent to some needy mission outpost of Christianity. It matters not whether it shall serve in some chapel of the Frigid Zone or thatch-roofed hut in a tropical jungle.  Where ever it may be it will be used in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and there, you will be remembered, and may its daily use rebound to your eternal glory.
NOTE: Below are suggested words to add if like sum is donated to Charity.

 Worthy Sir Knight through your directive, you have requested that the _________________________ Assembly’s Chalice fund committee donate a like sum to Columbus Diocese Priest Retirement Fund.
Sword Presentation Ceremony

Reverend Father, ____________, Bereaved Family, Sir Knights, Ladies and Gentlemen, We are assembled here today to pay final tribute to Sir Knight ____________________ our heartfelt and sincere sympathies are extended to his family in their loss of a loving and devoted Husband, Brother, Father and Grandfather, and we his fraternal brothers also acknowledge the loss of a dear colleague and leader, whose examples we should all strive to follow.

The principles of the Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus are patriotism and loyalty to God and to country. This sword, which belonged to Sir Knight __________________, is the symbol of his membership in the fourth degree through which he subscribed to the high principle of patriotism. It carries the symbols of the defense of the Clergy and the faith, and patriotism to your country. It prompts respect and obedience to all lawful authority and calls for the defense and preservation of the flag of our country and the precepts for which it stands. He, by his membership in our honored order, fostered the practice of unity, the virtues of charity and brotherly love, in all his relations with his fellow men; he exemplified the sublime teachings of Holy Mother Church.

On behalf of the ______________________ Assembly ______, I entrust his sword to _____________________________________________, in the hope that through it you will cherish the high principles for which he stood.
Final Salute

Sir Knight, we salute you and commend your soul to the mercy and goodness of Almighty God. 
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