Wake Service

Sword and Chalice Ceremony

Forward

The Officer in charge of the Chalice Ceremony is designated as the Navigator of the Assembly.  He is aided by the Pilot; both officers are attired in regulation full dress tuxedo, in accordance with the usage of the local assembly.  Each wears the social baldric only no sword, no cape.

(This is a suggested process flow.  Adjustments may be made to adapt to the room layout, space availability and liturgy service. )
At the appointed hour the Sir knights in full regalia with capes unfurled and swords at the “carry” march down the aisle of the mortuary followed by the Navigator, the officer in charge of the ceremony, who in turn is followed by the Pilot bearing the Chalice and paten on a suitable small black cushion.  On reaching the casket the guard divides going to the right and left.  The two officers halt in the center of the line.  A whispered command is given by the commander to “Present Swords” as a salute to the deceased.  The chalice bearer then steps forward and places the chalice and paten on a draped stand near the head of the casket.  He then steps back in line.  The Commander gives the whispered command to “carry and return swords” and “Parade Rest”.  The guard members and officers then take seats previously provided for them. Without audible command honor guards take their places one or two at the head of the casket and like number at the foot. They do not draw swords.  The Faithful Friar, or Priest of the deceased member’s parish, comes forward to the casket and recites the Rosary and other prayers for the dead.  The honor guards and Officers remain seated during the Prayers.  At the conclusion of the Rosary, the priest retires and the Navigator steps forward, takes his place at the foot of the casket, makes a slight bow of respect to the deceased and speaks clearly and solemnly.
Required Supplies ordered from Supreme
# 1494 - Resolution of Condolence (vertical)     .25cent each
#1455 - In Memoriam (vertical)                         .25cents each

#4105 - Vertical purple 4th Degree certificate holder   $1.80 each
